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Special session:

Biological, physical and chemical aspects of decline and fluctuation of water level in lacustrine ecosystems

Imbalance between water input (inflow, precipitation), and output (outflow, evaporation, abstraction) causes fluctuation of water level in lacustrine Fluctuations of the water level modify the landscape's physical structure and complexity as well as the availability of ecosystem resources. These changes drive a host of biotic responses. 

One likely consequence of the anticipated global climate change, at least in regions subjected to declining and increased inter-annual variability in precipitation, is an overall decline in water level, associated with increased fluctuations of the water level of lacustrine systems. Preliminary evidence suggests that reduced water levels and increasing rates of water level fluctuations impact aquatic ecosystems initially via littoral and benthic boundary layer processes which later cascade also to the pelagic zone. 

The abiotic and biotic responses of lacustrine ecosystems to declining and increased fluctuations of the water level is the focus of the proposed session.
We invite scientists with relevant experience to contribute to this session. Please contact Avital Gasith or Tamar Zohary to express your intention to take part in this session.
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Send to: tamarz@ocean.org.il ( Dr. Tamar Zohary, Israel Oceanographic & Limnological Research, Kinneret Limnological Laboratory, Israel) 

avitalg@tauex.tau.ac.il ( Dr. Avital Gasith, Faculty of Life Sciences, Tel-Aviv University, Israel) 

